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KHIGKTOil  RURAL  DISTIRIOT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Rjoport  of  tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December  , 1955. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Kni[,hton  Rural  District  Council, 


July,  1956, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Walker  and  Gentlemen^ 

It  is  my  privilege  to  submit  my  tv/elfth  Annual  Report  upon  the  vital  statistics, 
sanitary  condition,  and  genei'al  health  in  the  liural  District  of  Knighton, 

In  submitting  my  report  I shall  endeavour  to  include  in  addition  to  the  reqiured 
statistics  and  particulars  of  injfectious  diseases,  an  account  of  sanitation  in  the 
area  under  my  control. 

During  the  year  there  has  'teen  a considerable  amount  of  improvement  vork  in  the 
way  of  modernisation  schemes  carried  out  to  a variet3^  of  dwelling  houses  within  the 
district  and  it  is  encouraging  to  see  these  houses  being  brought  up  to  present  day 
standards  with  families  enjoj’-ing  modern  emenities. 

Considerable  work  has  also  ‘''oen  put  in  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  in 
surveying  houses  as  required  bj^  the  present  Housing  Act,  No  doubt  the  number  of 
unfit  houses  found  in  the  district  is  high  but  slum  clearnace  programmes  as  requested 
by  the  Minister  will  help  greatly  to  reduce  the  number  and  improve  housing  conditions 
throughout  the  rural  district, 

OFFICIi'iLS. 

The  Ministry''  of  Health  have  requested  details  and  qualifications  of  the  Council's 
Senior  Public  Health  Officers,  which  are  as  follows 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-timo)  Dr,  J.G,  Garman,  H.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P, 

Sanitary  Inspector  (full  tine)  D, I, Davies,  M.R.  San, I,,  M.S.I.A, 

All  natters  of  Public  Health  are  under  the  control  of  these  Officers,  and  the 
whole  Council  deal  with  matters  of  Public  Health,  there  being  no  separate  Public  Health 
Committee  of  the  Council, 

STATISTICS. 


Total  Area  (in  acres)  of  the  District  88,667 

Population  3?  080 

Rateable  Value  £21,151 

Sun  represented  by  the  product  of  a penny  rate£85.  8,  Od, 


BIRTHS. 

live 

There  were  42/births  registered  during  the  year,  of  which  22  were  male,  and 
20  female,  giving  a birth  rate  of  I3.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  area. 

The  birth  rate  for  1954  was  13.9  per  1,000  poprlation  of  the  area. 
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DEATHS. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  all  ages  registered  during  the  year 
W was  31,  giving  a death  rate  of  10,06  for  the  \]hole  district  as  compared 
with  31  deaths  in  1954  giving  a rate  of  10,03  por  1,000, 

Il'IFAhT  lid)  KORTALITE . 


iio  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  recorded, 

Al^TE-MTAL  GLiniC  Ai'D  THEAThlSiTT  CErTRES, 

There  are  Ante-Hatal  Infant  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  in 
operation  at  Knighton  and  Llandrindod  V^ells.  The  Hone  Visiting  of 
expectant  mothers  attending  the  Ante—iiatal  Clinic  is  undertaken  by  the 
Health  Visitor, 

W'ithin  reasonable  distance  Hereford,  Ohrei^sbury,  ■ Llandrindod  Wells 
and  iiev/town  Hospitals  are  available  for  treatment,  and  Hereford  and 
ShrewsDur}"  have  centres  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases, 

OKTHOEi^ADiC  SCmCME. 

Tnis  scheme  covers  all  children  and  adults  with  fortnightly  clinic 
at  Llandrindod  W^ells, 

SCHOOL  I EPICAL  SERVICE, 

Resulting  from  the  regular  inspection,  provision  is  made  for  treatment. 
An  Eye  clinic  is  installed  in  Knighton  and  Llandrindod  Wells,  a Mobile 
Dental  Service  is  provided  at  each  school  in  the  Area. 

IHFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Below  is  a list  of  all  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year:- 

(a)  XLpf.pingL . Cpu.eh , Five  males  and  six  females,  making  a total  of 
eleven  notifications,  and  all  being  children  under  school  leaving 
age. 

('-)  jjeasle s , One  Male  child. 

(c)  Lobar  Fnoumonia , One  female  aged  35  years, 

SCHOOL  CAxiTEEHS. 

A13.  schools  in  the  Rural  District  have  canteens  where  mid-day  meals 
are  provided  for  the  scholars. 

FOOD  IHSPECTIOIT, 

All  lood  premises  within  the  district  arc  periodically  insj;ected  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  water  supply  to  the  Village  of  Bleddf a- failed  during  the  SuiTimer  'atnd  left 
tne  inhabitants  ’jvith  no  alternative  but  to  use  dirty  water  from  the  brook  which 
runs  through  the  Village.  Apart  from  the  bacteriological  analysis  of  this  water 
which  was  proved  to  be  polluted,  cattle  etc  contaminate  the  brook  t^iroughout  its 
course,  and  this  being  the  only  source  of  water  within  reasonable  distance,  leaves 
consumers  very  prone  to  an  attack  of  disease.  I would  strongly  urge  the  Council 
and  ali  concerned  to  consider  the  question  of  a supply  of  wholesome  water  for  the 
Village  without  delay,  because  existing  conditions  are  a definite  danger 
to  health. 
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Re^^-lar  samples  of  water  supplies  are  being  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
bacteriologist  for  analysis*  This  service  is  carried  out  both  at  the 
Aberystwyth  General  Hospital  and  The  Royal  Galop  infirmary,  Shrewsbury. 

Work  on  the  Llanbadarn  IT>^nydd  Water  Supply  Scheme  v;as  commenced 
during  December  and  it  is  hoped  that  a mains  supply  of  water  will  be 
availab0.e  to  all  premises  in  the  village  ee.rly  next  summer, 

OVS  i tO^.'.lOi//DI  r G 

JO  cases  of  overcrowding  have  come  to  light  during  the  year. 


SUPPLY, 

The  conditions  affecting  the  production  and  handling  of  milk  in 
the  area  has  been  generally  satisfactory, 

ICH  GREAIR 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  area,  but  two  pre^’ises 
are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  T)re-packod.  ice  cream.  Periodical 
inspections  of  these  premises  are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitarg?-  Inspector  and 
conditions  are  generally'"  satisfactory^, 

RODHTT  COliTROL-Provention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 o 

A systematic  survey  of  properties  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council's 
Rodent  Operator  and  treatment  given  where  found  necossary, 

HIDWIVSS  ACT. 


The  District  Hursos  working  in  the  Rural  Area  act  as  Health  Visitors 
for  the  County  Council, 

F/iCTORES  AilD  WOIICSHOPS. 


Ho  ney  factories  have  boon  opened  within  the  district  during  the  year, 
OUTWOEJfflRS. 


So  far  as  is  known  to  your  Officers  there  are  no  outworkers  in  the 
Rural  Area, 

CQI#;0H  LODCtj.NG  houses . 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

COrjCLUSIOi.. 

In  concluding  my  Annual  Report  I would  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members 
and  Staff  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  m.y  v;ork  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


I have  the  honour  to  remain 
‘four  obedient  Servant, 

J , G , GARi'IAjJl , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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